Stewardship	"Stewardship is the proper and generous use of our time, talent and treasure.
		Stewardship is all that we do with our lives after reciting our baptismal promises.
		Stewardship is about joyfully returning to God a portion of that bounty which God
		has bestowed upon us.
		Stewardship is so intrinsically part of our vocation as Christians that we cannot place it
		above or below prayer- but essentially with it. ..It can even be argued that our vocation 	
		as Christians is based in our faith, and lived out (expressed) through our acts of 
		stewardship. A good steward is mindful of time, talent, and treasure, and uses all three
		to engage in prayer, worship, acts of charity, mercy, kindness, humility, and love, 
		sustaining them all by embracing stewardship...What matters is generosity. A good
		steward understands his or her wealth as gift and shares it proportionately. This
		means that even the poorest of the poor can be a good steward. The small gift of a
		pauper may  be vastly more generous than the large gift of a rich person. Like the 
		widow of St. Mark's Gospel, with the mite that was 'all she had to live on' (MK 12:41-44)
		good stewards are impelled to give from the well of their deep desire. Poor stewards, by
		contrast, are more concerned with the dollar amount, recognition, and what might be
		gained in return for their 'gift'."                
		from The Passionate Steward by Michael O'Hurley-Pitts
		We encourage you to offer your time and talents for the church's ministries, whether 	
		as artist, teacher, baker, bookkeeper or anything in between. Look for opportunities in
		the Sunday bulletin, on bulletin boards, in our newsletter, or on our web site.		
											
Volunteer opportunities:   
	Prepare a freezer meal to be delivered to a family experiencing difficulty  (580-359-6303)
	Help with Common Cathedral  October 16  (more information to follow)
	Assist in the office, classrooms, nursery
	Participate in any ministry group

	The primary source of operating income to pay for staff, programming, and maintenance of 	buildings and grounds is contributions from parishioners. We do not receive funds from the 	Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts except via grant applications for specific projects. We 	encourage proportional giving of a set percentage of our individual means as a spiritual 	practice of gratefully returning for God's mission a portion of the bounty with which we have 	been blessed.
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Churcn of the Advent
A things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine onn have we giye, ¢

Jcof

In deep gratitude to God and looking toward the future, I /we pledge §_ in the year
to the mission and ministry of God at the Episcopal Church of the Advent.

Signed: Date:
I/we will pay O Annually O Quarterly O Monthly O Weekly Would you like envelopes? [ Yes [ No

Please place this card in the offering plate during worship or return it to the Parish Office

Please be prayerful and generous with your pledge.




